CLASSIC TOYS

Robert Newson's
Favourite Toys

Time for anocher raste of the 19405 with these rwo
Scammell lorries made by Kembo.

The arric was the first version, a l'.-ig, solid oy with an
overall length of 174 mm. The die-cast cab had a sheer meral
base, usually tinplate bur the one in the photo is actually
aluminium, A separate casting formed the radiaror surround
and the rwo Jic.td|1|._,|‘1:h. and was cleverly rivered to the bonnet
so thar the river formed a radiator filler cap. The lower end
of the radiator surround was held in place by the base, which
was folded around the radiaror surround o make a bumper,
Early baseplares were plain, and later had KEMBO stamped in
large block letters. Under the cab roof was cast MADE IN
ENGLAND in a circle

The trailer also had MADE IN ENGLAND cast
underneath (in a straight line) and some had paper labels on
each side with KEMBO TRANSPORT prineed in red lerers.

I have seen the breakdown larry in green or lighe blue,
both with a silver crane. Length was 119 mm.

The trailer die was also modified to make a flathed version
with a headboard.

Unfortunately we do not have one to hand 1o

This came with die-cast wheels and was
|.1:1§|IJH:|J Eroc.
|.1]:-:rmgr.1ph.

There does not seem o have been a company called
Kembo, but the name was registered as a trade mark for metal
toys in 1948 by Lovell Bros & Jardine of 60 Priory Road,
Southpark, Reigate, Surrey. This firm was a parmership berween
Gerald, Donald and Kennerth Lovell and Paul Jardine. In the
1948 Reigate and Redhill directory they described themselves as
die-casting engineers. By 1951 they had a half page advert in the
directory which read as follows:

Lovel! Bros. o fr;m'rr'ur
Dy Castin g f'ugmrrrf and Manufacturers
Die Castings in zine base alloys, aluminizvm, ete.
Stave enamelling
Specialists in repetition component work and the development,
franiity Ipma'urn'au and
assewehly, ete. of proprietary arvicles ro customers'
arn specificarions,
Individual astention to all it iedries.

60 Priory Road, Reigate. Telepbone: Reigate 3336

In 1954 plastc moulding was also mentioned

It scems clear that like so many
small die-casters, they found tha
toy manufacture was a very good
“':l}' i} |1'|...1I‘{L' lThT“L"!r' i|'| '|h.|:' YCArs
after the war.  As bewer quality
toys became more plennful, the
small firms either moved
from toys, or themselves grew in
range and quality 1o compete with
the established manutacturers,
I'he Kembao range had ur1|}' a Coi-
ple of other items that | know of
apart from the Scammell lorres,
and |'ll'nh:1]:]}' did not lase ]'.u.'y'umi
the zinc ban of 1951-2.

AWMLY

There may also be a connection

Wheels were rwo-piece tinplare constructions, and the
model illustrared has is original blackrubber tyres with fine
treads, Each cyre has the lecters K.L.- D, moulded on one side,
which you might think stood for Kembo Limired, except that
'hf"’-‘ WaES D L-UL'J'l. L“‘l'l'IF,iJ['l 'r"l M“T‘.‘ .'l.hl.! (1] Thiq hL‘Ji_)“'.

The Aruc lorry can be found with the cab in red, crimson,
MAroon, green o |L|;__||1r blue, and the lowside trailer in red, hhh:
blug, pale green or dark green, No doubt there are other colours
oo,

The Scammell cab was then modified o make the break-
down lorry version. The major change was to convert the base
and wheels to die-cast components. The base had “KEMBO"
MADE [N ENGLAND cast on it. The hole for the trailer
connector was modified to a k(‘vhula. shi lpL' 10 accept a FIII'I Cast
underneath the breakdown crane. This pin had a lug cast on o
it 50 that the crane could only be removed from the chassis when
it was turned 180 degrees from the normal position. The crane
had a separate die-cast winder, pulley wheel and hook. Around
the base of the crane casting (visible in the illustration) was cast

the name KEMBO,

2t

with Kemlows, who were a similar
small die-cast wy maker in north London. The MADE IN
I:N{;IJ*I.N[] |L'|.tL']'i]i;_: o |.|::|1.' -I";'Ln.ll:'l'l.l'l'lli'“ \.ii"l '|r'|l_1 [I.lilfl Was
achieved by using a standard die stamp, and the same stamps are
found on some models by Kemlows, We know thar Kemlows
|‘Ul:lj__,|'lt in their dies, and rhn‘ common die st L ps would SugEest
that Kembo used the same toalmaker. Kemlows and Kembo
both produced Packard saloons which are similar in swyle
{though far from identical) and John Strange of Kemlows
thought he could remember allegations thar Kembo were
passing off their similar line by using such a similar name.

; L;ﬁp_'v'in_tt of d.L'!ni!:I!Ih h}' smiall manufacturers was very
trequent, but it shows even more lack of imagination by Lovell
Bros, & Jardine if they were unable to come up with an original
brand name for their toys, and instead simply altered the name
Kemlows slightly 1o Kembo. However, thers 1s no other obvious
explanation,

lertering on
Lovell?

This still leaves the mystery of the K.L.- D.
the Scammell’s tyres. Perhaps K.1. was Kenneth

I“r:rhahl_v wie Wl” Nnever ki‘l_l:}w. {].:'.



